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      Growing up as Odias, Sri Jagannath and his philosophy has been central to 

our livelihood and spirituality. My parents always encouraged me to follow 

him, right down to  daily tasks. Legends about his miracles became a driving 

force for me - to decipher who I wanted to be as a human being. Today, the 

whole world has been rattled by the effect of COVID-19. Millions of people 

have been infected, and thousands are dying everyday. Sometimes I worry 

about where mankind will be after this circumstance subsides. But at the end of the day, I 

surrender my family and myself, and the world to the feet of Sri Jagannath. Due to social 

distancing this year, we are anticipating that our Rathyatra may not be able to be celebrated. As 

per my practice, I was thinking about a story related to Sri Jagannath, and how we are going to 

deal with this situation. Then I remembered one incident that occurred hundreds of years ago, 

when Rath Yatra was not celebrated once.  

 In 1602, Odisha was ruled by the Bhoi dynasty. At that time, the capital of Odisha was 

located in Khordagarh and the King was Gajapathi Purusottamadev XIV. Due to his dedication 

to Lord Jagannath, he was well loved by his subjects. He had also constructed a secret 

underground passage that connected Puri and his palace, which was secured by the Barunei Hill. 

 During this time, Odisha had been attacked by several Muslim attackers - the first of 

them was “Kalapahada.” He had wreaked absolute havoc in Odisha, destroying temples and 

historical monuments. The state resisted many attacks after this. As Odisha started to move 

towards normalcy, the most dangerous and ruthless Mughal of the time, Hashim Khan, attacked 

Odisha and cast a dark shadow on Odisha’s cultural heritage and magnificent temples. Hashim 

Khan was the subedar of the provinces of Bihar, Odisha, and Bengal. He wanted to please the 

Sultan of India, Jahangir (son of Akbar). After learning about King Purosattamadev XIV, who 

attributed his success to Lord Jagannath, Hashim Khan felt a sense of anger and jealousy and set 

his targets on his kingdom. 

 Odias have always been proud of Sri Jagannath, as he has represented our culture, and He 

became the perfect target for Hashim Khan. When the priests and servants learned about Hashim 

Khan’s intentions, they transferred the deities to Khordagarh through the underground tunnel the 

King had built. The deities stayed here for nearly a year. And during this year, Odias were 

deprived of their Lord due to the deities not being able to go on their yearly trip - to celebrate 

Rath Yatra.  

 This year, the attacker is not Hashim Khan, but a small virus and seemingly we might not 

be able to witness Ghoshayathra this year. But even in this uncertainty, the only thing that is 

undisputed is that our God is capable of doing magic. He is the head of the universe and we 
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should surrender ourselves, and pray to him to unveil his presence and pour his blessings upon 

us. We shall feel him in our hearts, very nearly and rectify ourselves as per His will. 

 

“Dayakara Dinabandhu, Sukhe Jau Ajadina” 

  


